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MSc. Postgraduate Research Opportunity in Marine Biology

Ref: DOLP 1



Project Title:
Acoustic Techniques for the Conservation Management of Inshore Dolphin Populations.

Funding Agency:   Department of Education, Technological Sector Research Program, Strand I

Description: Ireland is important in Europe for whales and dolphins and is obliged to maintain favourable conservation status for all its’ cetacean species. Bottlenose and common dolphins are frequently recorded inshore. We propose to carry out research to provide essential information for the conservation management of bottlenose dolphins in the Shannon estuary, which contains a resident population supporting an eco-tourism industry catering for 15-20,000 people per annum, and is set to expand.  However, the Shannon estuary is also the centre of expanding commercial development. We will investigate dolphin use of different parts of the estuary throughout the year using acoustic devices. This will allow the prudent management of the tourist resource and planning of other development to minimise adverse effects. Dolphins in Irish waters are frequently caught and killed in fishing nets. Measures to avoid the by-catch of dolphins currently are focused on the use of acoustic deterrents (pingers), which have shown very variable responses when tested in the field. We will carry out further research on the use of acoustic devices as deterents.
Requirements/Background: The successful candidate will hold an honours degree (minimum 2:2) in Zoology, Marine Biology, Marine Science or related discipline. A current driving licence and own car are essential as there is a significant element of fieldwork involved in the project.  Sea going experience in small vessels and knowledge of cetaceans as well as good computer skills are desirable. 

Project Start-Date: 
October 2007


Project Duration:
24 Months (MSc research programme)
Conditions:

€ 1041 per month




Postgraduate fees for EU students and any travel costs incurred during the project 


will also be covered. 

(Candidates from beyond the EU are eligible to apply, but will be expected to provide evidence of sources of additional funds to cover excesses associated with Non-EU fees that could amount to €4,000 per year)

Closing Date: Please forward a completed GMIT application form (and CV if desired) by post to the Development Office, GMIT, Dublin Road, Galway to arrive no later than 12 Noon Friday 31st August 2007
Application forms (which must be forwarded by post) are available at:

http://www.gmit.ie/research/vacancies.html or phone: +353 (0)91 742759
(Please note that applications forwarded by email will not be accepted)

Further Information on the Project: Further information on this project may be obtained from Dr David McGrath (dave.mcgrath@gmit.ie) or Dr. Simon Berrow (simon.berrow@shannondolphins.ie ).
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