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PhD Postgraduate Research Opportunity 

Ref: JUV1



Project Title:

Juvenile Fish Habitat Requirements in Changing Coastal Ecosystems
Funding Agency:
EPA: Doctoral Scholarship Scheme 2007
Description:
This project applies field surveys and controlled experiments to provide critical new information on the distribution of juvenile flatfish in coastal habitats and the abiotic and biotic interactions determining species distributions. A model of juvenile flatfish habitat requirements will be developed using field surveys and controlled experiments. Distribution and abundance of juvenile flatfish (e.g. plaice, flounder and turbot) will be assessed in relation to biotic (predator/prey abundance) and abiotic (sediment size, organic content, temperature, depth, salinity) habitat features within the greater Galway Bay area. GIS and statistical models will be used to create habitat maps and characterise “essential fish habitat” for these species. Habitat features associated with optimal growth will be identified using otolith growth rates and condition indices. The effect of key habitat features on habitat use and growth will be assessed in a series of controlled laboratory experiments.
Requirements/Background: The successful candidate will hold an honours degree (minimum 2:2) in Fisheries Science, Zoology, Marine Biology, Ecology, or related discipline. A current driving licence and own car are essential as there is a significant element of fieldwork involved in the project.  Knowledge of the biology of marine fish and benthic ecology as well as good computer skills are desirable. Experience in GIS would be an advantage but is not essential as training will be provided. Experience of field sampling at sea and appropriate safety training would also be an advantage.
Project Start-Date:    October 2007


Project Duration:      36 months (PhD research programme) 
Conditions:
€1,333 per month


Postgraduate fees for EU students and any travel costs incurred during the project 

will also be covered. 

(Candidates from beyond the EU are eligible to apply, but will be expected to provide evidence of sources of additional funds to cover excesses associated with Non-EU fees that could amount to €4,000 per year)

Closing Date: Please forward a completed GMIT application form (and CV if desired) by post to the Development Office, GMIT, Dublin road Galway to arrive no later than Friday 7th September 2007.
Application forms (which must be forwarded by post) are available at:

http://www.gmit.ie/research/vacancies.html or phone: +353 (0)91 742759
(Please note that applications forwarded by email will not be accepted)

Further Information on the Project: Further information on this project may be obtained from Dr Deirdre Brophy (deirdre.brophy@gmit.ie) or Dr Ian O’Connor (ian.oconnor@gmit.ie) 
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