
[image: image1.png](0%; GMIT

GALWAY-MAYO INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
INSTITIUID TEICNEOLAIOCHTA NA GAILLIMHE-MAIGH EO





[image: image2.png]DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
An Roinn Oideachais Agus Eolaiochta




MSc Postgraduate Research Opportunity 

Ref: FlatSpec1



Project Title:
Early Life History of Commercially Important Flatfish Species

Funding Agency: Department of Education, Technological Sector Research Program, Strand I
Description: With almost half of Ireland’s commercial fish stocks threatened with overexploitation there is a pressing need to provide reliable scientific information on their life history and population dynamics. This is essential to the sustainable development of Ireland’s ocean economy which employs nearly 44,000 people directly and indirectly. 

Sustainable fisheries management requires sound biological data throughout the life cycle. Processes operating on larval and juvenile phases impact on populations before they are exploited by commercial fisheries. It is imperative that adult populations are not studied in isolation, but that early life-history is well understood to provide an “early warning system” for future fluctuations in the adult stocks and a basis for pre-emptive management decisions. 

A sampling program for the late-larval phases of commercially important flatfish species will be established on Ireland’s west coast. The link between larval supply and subsequent settlement densities will be investigated through parallel sampling of the juvenile stages in coastal nursery areas. The research will feed directly into the sustainable management of commercially exploited species and aid prediction of the possible consequences of environmental change while providing high calibre graduate training to fill a vital skills gap in Ireland.
Requirements/Background: The successful candidate will hold an honours degree (minimum 2:2) in Fisheries Science, Zoology, Marine Biology, Ecology, or related discipline. A current driving licence and own car are essential as there is a significant element of fieldwork involved in the project.  Knowledge of marine fish larval ecology as well as good computer skills are desirable. Experience of field sampling at sea and appropriate safety training would also be an advantage.
Project Start-Date:    October 2007


Project Duration:
24 months (MSc research programme)
Conditions:
€ 1041 per month


Postgraduate fees for EU students and any travel costs incurred during the project 

will also be covered. 

(Candidates from beyond the EU are eligible to apply, but will be expected to provide evidence of sources of additional funds to cover excesses associated with Non-EU fees that could amount to €4,000 per year)

Closing Date: Please forward a completed GMIT application form (and CV if desired) by post to the Development Office, GMIT, Dublin road Galway to arrive no later than 12 Noon Friday 7th September 2007
Application forms (which must be forwarded by post) are available at:

http://www.gmit.ie/research/vacancies.html or phone: +353 (0)91 742759
(Please note that applications forwarded by email will not be accepted)

Further Information on the Project: Further information on this project may be obtained from Dr Deirdre Brophy (deirdre.brophy@gmit.ie) or Dr David McGrath (dave.mcgrath@gmit.ie). 
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