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GMIT INNOVATION HUB CREATING JOBS AND SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURS

Over one hundred and sixty jobs have been created in Mayo since the GMIT Innovation Hub (iHub) in Castlebar opened its doors nine years ago (2006). Twenty million in external funding has been secured by client companies of the Centre and 16 companies have transitioned to the wider Mayo area. 

The GMIT iHub offers desk space, office space and virtual space to new start-up companies and individuals and a supportive environment for start-up companies. Every month the i Hub hosts an internal networking meeting where clients of the centre can get together and discuss opportunities and challenges for the month ahead. The iHub was a patron of Mayo JCI in 2015, ran various events such as the newly launch DMI Mayo and also hosted Inc60, a network for start-up businesses. The recently launched HBAN West x North West (WXNW) Angel Syndicate was also launched at the iHub in Castlebar in April 2015.
The New Frontiers Programme, a national programme helping to develop entrepreneurs and funded by Enterprise Ireland, was launched once again in March 2015 with six people from Mayo securing a place on the programme. The next intake of this NF programme will run from March / April 2016. Members of the public who believe they are capable of building a new company, creating employment and generating revenue in your locality, should email innovationhubmayo@gmit.ie for information on this programme and how to apply.
The GMIT Student Enterprise Awards took place in April 2015 with four of the finalists in these awards going on to compete in the top 50 finalists of the Enterprise Ireland Awards with one GMIT Project winning ‘Best Emerging Business’. The iHub also hosted its annual ‘Spirit of Entrepreneurship Evening’ in September, attracting over 200 applicants, and was kindly sponsored by Lionbridge.  The theme of this year’s event was ‘A Simple Idea Can Make A Great Business’ and the first up to discuss ‘Starting and Building & Scaling a Business’ were Colm Lyon, founder and CEO of Fire Financial Services Ltd., and founder and former CEO of Realex Payments. John McGuire, a former client of the iHub and founder of Active Mind Technology and creator of Game Golf. Both discussed the ways in which they started their business through seed funding and the opportunities and challenges they encountered on the way.

A Panel Discussion on ‘Innovation, Investment and Finance’, hosted by journalist Karen Coleman got underway later in the evening and participants included Pat Walsh, MD of PanelDuct, (winner of Irish Times / Intertrade Ireland most innovative company 2015), Mark Ganly, Contego Sports, Orlagh Nolan from West x North West (WXNW) new Western Angel Investment Syndicate and Sarah Nic Lochlainn a Serial Entrepreneur and a participant on RTE's Dragons' Den and founder of Aruna Sauces. All four panelists spoke about their experiences of growing and building a business and implementing innovation.
The Pitch Comp consisted of three of the GMIT New Frontiers clients going on stage and pitching to the audience for four minutes. Christine McAndrew from Mariko Green Tea was the overall winner receiving €1,000 euro and €500 euro worth of mentoring from Westbic. The two runners-up were Liam Horan from My Career Scout and Louise Gibbons from The Inspired Network.

Some clients of the centre also had some success stories such as Cloudstrong being chosen as the ‘Microsoft Hosting Provider of the Year 2015’, and winner of the ‘Best Technology Business Award at Mayo Business Awards 2015’. Horizon won the ‘Connaught Region Small Business Ulster Bank Achievers 2015’ and ‘Best Professional Services Award at Mayo Business Awards 2015’. Taxhug was runner up for ‘Best Technology Business Award at Mayo Business Awards and Mariko was runner up in the Agri Food and Beverage category at Mayo Business Awards. Olive O Connor from Medistori won Mumtrepreneur of the Year (Mums & Tots / Tesco Ireland) in 2015 and Travelbug (who transitioned from the Centre) were finalist at the National Women in Business Awards 2015.

Next year the GMIT iHub will be ten years in existence. Maria Staunton, Manager of the GMIT iHub says: “We’d like to thank business people, industry sponsors and mentors, and other enterprise support agencies in Mayo who have supported GMIT’s iHub events and activities throughout the year. We look forward to 2016 and continuing to support start-ups in our region.”
For further information, contact: Maria Staunton, GMIT Innovation Hub Manager, GMIT Castlebar. Tel: 094-9043198 or check out www.facebook.com/gmitinnovationhubs 
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