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Dear Friends & Alumnus, 

 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Tourism & Arts Times. We have been very busy 

since our last newsletter and hopefully this edition will update you on some of the 

work taking place in the College of Tourism and Arts (CTA). 

 

In the first instance the last year has been incredibly difficult for all the team 

throughout the CTA. I would like to thank you so many of you who reached out to us 

and helped us through some very difficult and dark days. We lost three wonderfully 

talented and dedicated students during the last twelve months:  Dace Zarina, Sara 

Gibadlo and Joseph Atkinson. We continue to remember them, their families and their 

many friends in our daily thoughts and prayers. In May this year our wonderful and 

very unique College Administrator Clare Gavin passed away. Her departure has left 

another terrible void in our hearts and the office is just a very different place without 

her. Those of you who knew Clare will understand exactly what I mean.  

 

As you will see from this edition the joining of Hotel and Humanities continues to bring 

new and exciting opportunities for our students, graduates and indeed staff. Despite 

the ongoing reduced financial resources our colleagues and students continue to 

produce outstanding work and for this I am very grateful. During the last year we 

engaged in a full programmatic review for the entire CTA and this allowed us many 

opportunities including meeting external stakeholders and updating programmes. My 

thanks to all how assisted with this timely and lengthy process.  

 

Finally, if you do know of any alumni who have not registered their details with the 

LINKS office do send this newsletter to them and encourage them to join. Contact 

details are listed on this newsletter. 

 

My thanks as always to the LINKS office team who helped prepare this edition.  

 

Best wishes  

 
Cáit Noone 

Head of College Tourism & Arts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

Institute Open days: 

January, Saturday 24th-9.30am-1pm 

April, Saturday 18th-9.30-1pm 

Graduation: Thursday November 13th 

2014 Radisson Blu Hotel. 

The afternoon session will host the 

following centers & depts: 

CTA - Centre for the Creative Arts, 

Dept. of Heritage and Tourism, 

Department of Languages & 

Humanities. 

The evening session: 

CTA - The Dept of Culinary Arts and the 

Dept. of the Service Industries. 

 

Annual Tourism Policy Planning 

Conference 

21-2nd November, Dromoland Castle 

Foodie Forum & Gastronomy West 

Tuesday 3rd February, GMIT 

Into the West Expo 

Sat 21st-Sunday 22nd February, RDS 

IHF Conference 

22nd-24th February 2015, Slieve Russell 

Hotel 

College of Tourism & Arts Careers Fair 

Wednesday 11th March, 1.30pm-4pm 

“Spread the Word” 

Book your stand now by emailing 
linksoffice@gmit.ie 

 
 

 
Staff Retirements and Resignations: 

Retirements- 
John Long-Culinary Arts Lecturer, CTA 

Chris Wallace-Art History & Critical Theory, CCAM 

Michael Donnelly-Painting Lecturer, CCAM 

Resignations- 

Cyril Briscoe-Sculpture, CCAM 

 

 

Tourism & Arts Times 
~  

Autumn/Winter 2014 
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Mark Nolan, Managing Director of Dromoland Castle Hotel, personifies the dedication to contemporary excellence, artfully 

blended with bespoke tradition that together distinguish the hotel within the luxury hospitality sector. 

 

Mr. Nolan began his career in 1981 with a diploma in Hotel Management from Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology.  After 

a year at the Dunfey Hotels in New York, he accepted a duty management position at Ashford Castle, advancing quickly 

to Deputy General Manager. Eight years after earning his degree, he arrived at Dromoland Castle to assume the title of 

General Manager. 

Mr. Nolan has served as Managing Director of Dromoland Castle since 1996, adding the post of Managing Director of The 

Dromoland Collection in 2009 where he undertook a four year management contract with Castlemartyr Hotel & Resort in 

Co Cork.  He works closely with the balance of the seven-member Board to maintain Dromoland Castle‟s sterling 

reputation as one of Europe‟s finest resorts and, most recently, to welcome the Clare Inn Hotel now rebranded „The Inn at 

Dromoland‟ to The Dromoland Collection.   

Mr. Nolan‟s boundless energy extends also to Hallmark Management, a company he created to undertake small design 

and fit-out projects at other five-star hotels; the regional advisory board of Irish Business and Employers Confederation; the 

Atlantic Connectivity Alliance, Clare Tourism Forum and Shannon Chamber of Commerce. He also sat on the Board of 

Directors of the Shannon Airport Authority in 2010/2011. 

 

 

 

 

Paul McKay is a Television Producer & Director who graduated with the GMIT Film & Television class of 2007. Since 

graduating he has worked as a producer / director on some of RTÉ Television's highest rating shows such as Operation 

Transformation, Showhouse, Supergarden and The Restaurant. He formed his own company in 2012 specialising in online 

broadcasting and live events. He is also the creator and director of GiftedLive.com - Ireland's premier live music website. 

 

 

 

  

 Graduate Profiles 
 

 

MARK NOLAN 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, DROMOLAND CASTLE HOTEL, 

Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co.Clare. 

 

PAUL McKAY 
FOUNDER & DIRECTOR AT GIFTEDLIVE.COM 
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CTA Careers Fair 2014 

In collaboration with Silo Institute of Technology and Letter Kenny Institute of Technology (The Connacht-Ulster Alliance), 

colleagues from both Institutes were invited to attend the very successful College of Tourism & Arts   Careers Fair in March 

2014.  There were 54 exhibitors on the day. 

The Fair provides significant opportunities for students and graduates to meet with industry, and also provides a forum for 

faculty to network with industry. 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The Galway Food Festival was a 5 day event held over the Easter weekend this year. Jacinta Dalton, Lecturer in Food & 

Beverage Management  and Fálte Ireland Food Ambassador, co-ordinated and presented 3 days of Food demonstrations 

at the Spanish Arch Marquee. Martin Ruffle (Culinary Arts Lecturer) hosted a Contemporary Seafood demo on the 

Saturday, while Ulrich Hooch (newly appointed Culinary Arts Lecturer) delivered a demo on behalf of the Slow Food 

Galway team. Jacinta was assisted by many CTA students who volunteered their time to prepare & serve food to the many 

visitors at the festival. 

 

The Connemara Mussel Festival took place over the May Bank Holiday Weekend, and CTA was well represented 

throughout the three days. Jacinta Dalton & Cáit Noone worked with the local committee to host the first Mussel Festival 

Market, which featured foods and crafts from all over the West of Ireland. In addition, the Department of Culinary Arts 

sponsored the busy „Kids Kooking‟ Demonstration. Led by Jacinta Dalton and Culinary Arts lecturer Maria Conboy, over 50 

local children participated in a very productive morning of cooking & baking. 

IHI Business Management Games 2014 

The Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Hotel and Catering Management – Year 4 team was placed second overall in the 29th Irish 

Hospitality Institute Business Management Games 2014.  This annual competition took place in the Aviva Stadium on 

Sunday 9th and Monday 10th March.  The competition was open to all final year third level courses in Hotel and Catering 

disciplines around Ireland.  

 

The team spent two days devising a strategy for their business while managing financial constraints aligned to other 

challenges which reflected the specific concerns facing the tourism and hospitality industry today. HOTS (a leading 

hospitality business management simulation software) provided an online programme developed to pitch for Irish business 

in clearly identified target markets, working within achievable budgets and using the marketing tools available to deliver 

results. 

 

 

 

 

We also welcome jobs for Heritage, 

Film & Documentary & Art & Design. 

 

The Jobs Noticeboard is being 

promoted to current students to 

highlight part time work 

opportunities, and is also being 

used to promote job opportunities 

to graduates. 

 

This service is free of charge to all 

industry partners and graduates, so 

if you have a role you would like us 

to advertise, please email the team 

at linksoffice@gmit.ie and we will 

post it for you. 

 GMIT College of Tourism & Arts Jobs Noticeboard 

 @GMITTourismArts 

 GMIT College of Tourism & Arts Alumni 
  

Jobs Noticeboard on Facebook and Twitter 

 During summer of 2012, the Hotel 

School launched a new “Jobs 

Noticeboard” on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/GmitHotel

SchoolJobsNoticeboard and Twitter 

@GMITTourismArts 

 

This was done in response to requests 

from industry looking for skilled students 

and graduates for specific roles or 

durations which are not covered by 

our work placement programmes. 

 

Facebook & Twitter have proved to be 

the best way to reach the target 

audience of students and recent 

graduates. 

 

Roles advertised so far include 

management staff, chefs, operational 

staff, PR/event executives, and even 

volunteers for charity events. 

 

CTA NEWS 

mailto:linksoffice@gmit.ie
http://www.facebook.com/GmitHotelSchoolJobsNoticeboard
http://mobile.twitter.com/GMITTourismArts
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3722836&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
http://www.facebook.com/GmitHotelSchoolJobsNoticeboard
http://mobile.twitter.com/GMITTourismArts
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3722836&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/GmitHotelSchoolJobsNoticeboard
https://www.facebook.com/GmitHotelSchoolJobsNoticeboard
http://www.facebook.com/GmitHotelSchoolJobsNoticeboard
http://mobile.twitter.com/GMITTourismArts
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3722836&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
http://www.facebook.com/GmitHotelSchoolJobsNoticeboard
http://mobile.twitter.com/GMITTourismArts
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3722836&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
http://www.facebook.com/GmitHotelSchoolJobsNoticeboard
http://mobile.twitter.com/GMITTourismArts
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3722836&mostPopular=&trk=tyah
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Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons...Excellence,Exquisiteness,Exactness, 

By Dr. Clare Gilsenan, Culinary Arts Lecturer. 
 

Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat‟Saisons resides in the 

picturesque Oxfordshire village of Great Milton. Raymond 

Blanc is the chef patron of this wonderful  two-Michelin-

starred  restaurant, Gary Jones, his Executive Head Chef 

has led the kitchen at Le Manoir since 1999. The restaurant 

is one of the few in the world to have held two Michelin 

stars for 29 years consecutively. Its philosophy is centred on 

simplicity, seasonality, and provenance.  The excellence 

of the food stems from the freshness and superior quality of 

its ingredients. With a team of dedicated gardeners, 70 

varieties of traditional and exotic herbs are grown and 

while, a two-acre vegetable garden produces over 90 

types of vegetable. Working in the main kitchen at Le 

Manoir was undoubtedly one of the best gastronomic 

experiences I ever had in my entire culinary career. It was 

the professionalism, dedication and commitment of Chef 

Gary Jones and the whole team at Le Manoir that made 

this stage very memorable. If you aspire to work in Michelin 

starred restaurants, then be ready to sacrifice a lot! Forget 

weekends and a social life, you will work punishing hours, 

starting early and finishing late, but the end result will be 

worth it. The standard of food is just phenomenal at that 

level. 

  

Just to give you a small taste of my gastronomic 

experience at Le Manoir: the journey begins with a quartet 

of canapés. The first one is composed of whipped goat‟s 

cheese curd, drizzled with honey and topped with 

dehydrated black olive crumb, followed by beef with 

pesto and a parmesan cream. Next, a quenelle of 

guacamole, decorated with marinated tom berries, spring 

onion and micro shoots. 

 

 

 

Finally, a deep-fried vegetable curry ball, placed on a 

fresh zingy lime mayonnaise. 

From then on, all the dishes follow Blanc‟s philosophy of 

seasonal simplicity. A shot glass of vibrant red chilled 

tomato gazpacho, golden olive oil jelly and a marinated 

cherry tomato on the side. Next, a beautiful baby 

beetroot salad garnished with an exquisite rocher of 

horseradish sorbet. The agnolotti of goats‟ cheese with 

honey, artichokes and black olive crumb is simply 

stunning, comprising tiny, creamy pasta parcels sitting in a 

crystal clear pool of tomato essence and olive oil together 

with halved cherry tomatoes garnished with a slice of 

black olive and micro- herbs.  

Moving onto the main courses, there‟s slow cooked 

organic suckling pig belly and homemade black pudding. 

The dish is accompanied by a sweet apple and celeriac 

puree, and buttered cabbage and crispy bacon. A 

glazed spring onion and baby navet is used to complete 

the dish.  

Followed by an Assiete of Cornish lamb, buttered chard, 

borlotti beans, and roasted red peppers and artichokes.  

Returning next to the sea with a pan fried wild Cornish line-

caught sea bass fillet, seared with Scottish langoustine, 

smoked mashed potatoes, cauliflower puree and a red 

wine and star anis jus. Finally, a Pan-fried Sea Trout, a single 

scallop served with a lovely pea puree and white 

asparagus tips. The colours, flavours and textures are 

mesmerizing. A Gourmand‟s paradise! 

The desserts were lovely too! What can I say creamy, rich, 

sweet, decadent, smooth, velvety, indulgent, heavenly, 

light, crisp, crunchy, soft, moist, fresh, baked, chocolaty, 

citrusy, fruity, delicious, absolutely fabulous...Need I say 

more? 

I wish to thank Chef Gary Jones and his team for the 

wonderful experience I had at Belmond Le Manoir aux 

Quat‟Saisons. It truly was unforgettable. To conclude, I 

wish to say popular wisdom might say that perfection   

doesn‟t exist but even if that is true, it doesn‟t really matter, 

because Le Manoir is close enough.  

Dr. Clare Gilsenan-Culinary Arts Lecturer, College of 

Tourism and Arts. 

 

 

 

Staff Profiles 

Dr.Clare Gilsenan (centre forward) & Kitchen 

Team at Le Manoir. 
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Susanne O‟Reilly and Tom Edwards from GMIT travelled to China in April to present lectures to Chinese students on 

the Higher Certificate in Business with Tourism Management Programme.This exciting opportunity for the College of 

Tourism & Arts lecturers was due to on-going collaboration between Nanchang University and GMIT.  Also travelling 

were Dr Gabriel Hicks and Vlad Telenca from the department of Computing and Mathematics whom were 

presenting work in the field of software engineering. The lecturers spent two weeks in Nanchang. 

There were nearly forty students in each class, mostly in their late teens, very similar profile to students at GMIT.The 

students enjoyed the presentations and were especially appreciative of the opportunity to experience a European 

perspective on tourism.  They particularly liked a video clip of field trips by Irish students to Bunratty, Brigit‟s Gardens, 

the Aran Islands and the Burren. The students also watched a video presentation of the Wild Atlantic Way created by 

second year students. 

Two GMIT Lecturers win National Teaching Hero Award

Lecturers John Carty and Richie Hoare have been 

awarded Teaching Hero Awards by the National 

Forum for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning 

in Higher Education in partnership with the Union of 

Students in Ireland (USI). 

John from Lisacul, Castlerea, Co Roscommon, lectures 

in Marketing, Management and Public Relations in the 

GMIT College of Tourism & Arts, and Richie from 

Derrane, Co Roscommon, is a senior lecturer in 

Accountancy in the GMIT School of Business. They are 

among 53 teachers from 27 higher education 

institutions who received their accolades at the 

National Teaching Hero Awards in Dublin Castle on  

The awards were determined by students who made 

the nominations based on their own perspectives of 

what great teaching means to them. The process was 

informed by guidelines focusing on merit and learning 

impact.  

 

The teaching hero award is the first of its kind in higher 

education in Ireland. Prof Sarah Moore, Chair of the 

National Forum, says: "Outstanding teaching often 

happens quietly under the radar. With all our 

commitments to improvement and developing 

teaching and learning, these awards aim to shed 

more light on the kinds of teaching that students say 

they value most.” 

Sam O‟Neil, President of the GMIT Students Union says: 

“As a representative of our student body, I get 

feedback from students on a day to day basis about 

the amazing work carried out by most lecturers within 

the Institute. It is great to see two shining examples 

getting recognition on a national level for their 

dedication to improving students‟ educational 

experiences. They raise the bar when it comes to 

working hard, supporting students and going that 

extra mile - they truly are teaching heroes.” 

 

Speaking about John Carty, Cáit Noone, Head 

College of Tourism and Arts, says:  “John is a 

consummate professional and provides pastoral 

support and guidance to students in addition to a 

busy working load. He participates in a number of 

cross-Institute committees and still finds time to work 

with professional bodies, engage with his PhD studies 

and support work placement provision across the 

Tourism industry. This award recognises John‟s 

personable manner, supportive approach and 

engaging teaching style.” 

 

GMIT Registrar Michael Hannon paid tribute to the two 

GMIT lecturers, saying: “I congratulate both Richie 

and John on their outstanding achievements. We are 

all delighted for them. Their skills and talents as 

teachers have been rightly recognised by students 

through this new awards programme.” 

 

 

 

 

GMIT Lecturers in China-L to R,  

Vlad  Teleanca, Susanne O'Reilly, Dr. Gabriel Hicks & Tom 

Edwards. 

The College of Tourism & Arts 

Classroom travels to China 
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The Tourism & Hospitality Research in Ireland Conference (THRIC)  

is an annual conference hosted by third level institutions with responsibility for tourism and hospitality education 

in Ireland.  

On the 3rd& 4th of April, Cork Institute of Technology (CIT) hosted 

the 10th Annual Conference. Congratulations need to be 

extended to Adrian Gregan and Donagh Davern and all their 

colleagues at CIT, for a very well organised and highly 

informative event. 

 

The conference allows key stakeholders including academia, 

industry and the research community to debate and discuss 

key sectorial issues. This year, postgraduate research 

presentations allowed new researchers at the early stages of 

their work, to present to an audience and gain valuable 

feedback. 

 

The College of Tourism and Arts academic staff presenting at 

THRIC 2014 were Jacinta Dalton, Cormac Handy, John Carty, 

Ulrich Hoeche, and Dr. Francesco Noci. 

 

A synopsis of each paper is available from the LINKS Office, or 

alternatively, contacting the academics directly. 

The names of the papers presented are listed below: 

 

 “Engage not Enrage” - Perspectives on Learning Technologies to 

support Tourism & Hospitality Education in an Irish Context - Jacinta 

Dalton & Cormac Handy 

 10 Years of Work Placement in Tourism and Hospitality Programmes - the Galway-Mayo Institute of 

Technology Experience - John Carty 

 Investigating the quality of sourdough starters and breads   at GMIT - Dr. Francesco Noci & Ulrich Hoeche 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The College of Tourism and Arts staff Impress at THRIC 2014. 
 

John Carty receiving his Teaching Hero Award with L to R,USI 

President Laura Harmon, Minister for Education, Jan O'Sullivan 

TD,The Patron of the National Forum, Prof. Mary Mc Eleese,& Prof 

Sarah Moore, Forum Chair. 
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All our Winners with their Lecturers, Dr.Clare Gilsenan, 

Gerry Talbot- Head of Department, Culinary Arts, Noel 

Loughnane, Sinead O‟Connor Lomas and Mary Reid. 

 

Culinary Arts Students win in Dublin, Belfast & London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A third year student in GMIT‟s College of Tourism and Arts has won a 

prestigious national award for her work as an intern with Irish Concert 

Promotion Company MCD. Sarah Nugent, a final year student on the 

Bachelor of Business in Event Management with Public Relations programme, 

was awarded ”Best  Intern” at the Event Industry Awards (EIA) 2014. 

 

Sarah, from Lissycasey in Co Clare, started her placement in MCD in Dublin 

last June (2013), supported  by the GMIT Links Office,   and finished in mid-

January this year (2014) before returning to complete her third year degree 

studies in the Galway campus. 

“I am thrilled to have won this award.  The work  placement  aspect  of  my  

degree  programme  allowed me this  amazing opportunity to do an 

internship with a prestigious company like MCD. I got to work alongside, and 

taught by, some of the best people in this industry.” says Sarah. 

 

 “In  the  eight  months  I  was  there  I  got  to  experience different areas of production, and worked in site office, 

assisting in event control, dressing room production, transport management, accreditation, customer care and 

front of house in venues such as the Gaiety Theatre.” 

 

Cáit Noone, Head of the College of Tourism & Arts, says: “We are delighted Sarah‟s hard work has been 

rewarded. The Bachelor of Business in Event Management with PR is relatively new in the College of Tourism & Arts 

and is led by a team of dedicated and industry-focused lecturing staff, who make all aspects of learning an 

interactive and engaged experience.

 
 

Chef Ireland formed a part of The Irish Hospitality Industries Exhibition in the 

RDS on 4th – 5th February 2014  and was attended by the College of 

Tourism & Arts very talented students. 15 students competed, and they took 

home 7 Certificate of Merits, 5 Bronze, 5 Silver and 3 Gold medals.  Elaine 

Boyle is a student on the BA in Culinary Arts, and she won double gold in 

the 3 Tier Wedding Cake Category, and gold in the Novelty Cake 

category.  Julia  Babikova (BA Culinary Arts) won silver in the Wedding 

Cake category.  Lucia Mesarcikova (BA Culinary Arts) won bronze in the 

Hot Dessert open class. The other students who won silver are on the Higher 

Certificate Culinary Arts programme Linda Mc Donald and Niall Morahan 

won silver in the Larder work competition and Linda also won silver in the 

Lamb junior class competition. Nuno Ferreira won silver in the Duck 

competition open class, and he also won bronze in the Gateaux 

competition. Patrick Philips won bronze in the Pork open class competition, 

and Margaret O' Halloran and Leah McEvoy won bronze in the Novelty 

cake competition while Zoe Keller won a Bronze, in the Cup Cake 

competition. 

 

Certificate of merits were won by the following students who are on the higher certificate culinary arts programme- 

Angelica Almeida in the Novelty cake and Orla Corcoran and Ronan McGuinness in the open class Pork competition. Lee 

McMullen in the Duck open class, and Aaron O' Neill and Maciez Tuczynski, in the Mystery Basket competition. Niall 

Morahan won a cert in the junior Lamb competition. 

Sarah Nugent wins‘Best Intern’ in 
National Event  Industry Awards  (
 

Student Profiles 
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Hotel Olympia, London 2014 

Congratulations to culinary arts students Elaine Boyle from 

Miltown, Co. Galway (BA Culinary Arts) and Patrick Phillips 

from Cooraclare, Co. Clare, who won top awards at 

Excel London Hotel Olympia 2014. Patrick recently 

completed year one of the Higher Certificate in Culinary 

Arts. Competition was tough, with competitors drawn 

from all over Europe.  Elaine Boyle won a Silver medal in 

the Senior Wedding Cake category and a Gold medal in 

the Senior Novelty Cake category. Elaine is a mum of 

five, and also runs her own Cake business from home. 

Patrick who was in the Irish Ability Awards Team, won a 

bronze medal for his 3 course meal for 50 guests. The 22 

year old, who has always had a passion for food, 

originally studied towards a degree in architecture before 

deciding to switch to culinary arts last year (2012). During 

his first year in GMIT, Patrick won an academic 

scholarship for holding the highest points in the Leaving 

Certificate in the College of Tourism and Arts.   

 

IFEX Belfast 2014 

IFEX is Northern Ireland‟s premier showcase of the latest food & drink products, catering equipment, interiors, technology 

and services to the food, retail and hospitality industries. 5,300+ key buyers from NI and beyond attended IFEX 2014 - the 

must-attend event for those in the foodservice, retail and hospitality sectors. Patrick Philips won Student Culinarian of the 

Year, and his story was featured in the Irish Independent on April 11th. Elaine Boyle also won double Gold for her cake 

work and became the first ever student in Ireland to do so.  

News at CCAM 
RESIDENCIES 

Over the past year the Centre for Creative Arts and Media (CCAM) has established a number of new residencies and 

partnerships, forming an important mechanism for our students to engage within the wider region. The Tulca Festival 

Office is now residing in CCAM. This is Galway‟s leading visual arts festival which takes place over three weeks in 

November. Other new residencies include photographer/artist Ruby Wallis. The Arts Council has also supported a new 

curatorial residency for Galway City which was awarded to artist Megs Morley, who will be based out of the Centre in 

2014. Other project partners include Galway City Council and The Galway Arts Centre. 

GMIT RTÉ PARTNERSHIP 

CCAM‟s new partnership with RTÉ continues to develop thanks to tremendous support from the National Broadcaster. 

The first event to mark GMIT's Partnership with RTE was a public lecture last October delivered by Kevin Bakhurst, MD of 

RTÉ News and Current Affairs. Further master classes for Film and Documentary students have been taking place this 

spring.  

These sessions commenced with a lecture from Bríd Dooley, Head of RTÉ Archives and Claire McLoughlin, Assistant 

Archivist with forthcoming lectures from Mairéad Ní Nuadháin, Head of External Relations and Laura Fitzgerald, 

Communications Manager News & Current Affairs with RTÉ. 

 

VISITORS 

The Film and Documentary programme board has organised a number of visits from Ireland‟s leading producers, 

directors and actors, including a surprise visit from award winning Love/Hate Director, David Caffrey and Irish Times 

Theatre Awards Best Actor 2014 Tom Vaughan-Lawlor. 

 

International designer and milliner Philip Treacy (former GMIT student) made a courtesy visit to the end-of-year textile 

exhibition. He was given a guided tour by textile staff and was very gracious, spending time with students, commenting 

on their work and encouraging them in their future careers. He made reference to their unique perspective as 

designers/artists having the west of Ireland as their starting point. 

AWARDS FOR FILM & DOCUMENTARY 

Two former graduates of Film and Documentary were nominated for IFTA‟s – Irish Film and Television Awards, both in the 

sound category. A large number of graduates from Film and Documentary are working on the Irish drama Corp agus 

Anam and others are working with Beochan as Production Managers, camera operators and post production. Other 

new initiatives include a student led professional practice presentation in November. 

 

Patrick Phillips and Elaine Boyle with their medals from Hotel Olympia. 
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UNSECO CITY OF FILM 

Galway City Council and Galway County Council announced the bid for Galway to join UNESCO‟s Creative Cities 

Network as a City of Film. The bid was officially unveiled by Mayor of Galway City, Cllr. Pádraig Conneely and Mayor of 

Galway County, Cllr. Liam Carroll, along with Bill O‟Herlihy, the newly-appointed Chairman of the Irish Film Board. Led by 

the two Councils, the bid is being facilitated by Galway Film Centre and also encompasses over 50 key partners from 

across the West of Ireland including, Bord Scannán na hÉireann / The Irish Film Board, Galway Picture Palace, Galway 

Film Fleadh, Údarás na Gaeltachta,  

Abú Media, Studio Solas, GMIT CCAM, Huston School of Film and Digital Media, Media Antenna, Cinemobile, Teach 

Solais and  

EO Teilifís. 

 

ADAPT GALWAY “ART IN THE INTERIM” 

INTERIM The Vacant Spaces Pilot Initiative is a project that has grown from meetings with Adapt Galway and the 

amount of unused retail and commercial spaces. Adapt Galway is a coalition of visual arts organisations working 

together to support and campaign for the use of appropriate vacant spaces in the city centre for creative purposes. 

The coalition comprises of representatives from Engage Art Studios, 126 Artist-Run Gallery, The Loft, Lorg Printmakers, 

Artspace Studios, The Forge Clay Studios, Kitchen Table Collective, Expanded Draught, Angry Hammers and TULCA 

festival of visual art, many of which are past students of GMIT's CCAM. Over the past two years, Adapt Galway hosted 

and presented 20 various events, exhibitions, talks, performances which were attended by over 15,000 people. Through 

the INTERIM initiative, Adapt Galway will continue to seek to provide open, accessible and versatile exhibition spaces. 

Adapt Galway has been campaigning since 2009 to have vacant spaces in the city used for creative purposes. It is 

hoped the scheme will see occupancy rates of vacant commercial units or premises increase, as well as providing 

much-needed space for the arts in the city. Adapt Galway‟s two-year residency at The Shed on the Centre Pier of 

Galway Harbour, which was facilitated with the very kind support of Galway Harbour Company, has just come to an 

end. The Harbour Master Brian Sheridan‟s generosity and support over the past two years has been greatly valued and 

appreciated. Artists interested in the scheme can contact adaptgalway@gmail.com. Galway City Council is currently 

setting up a register of interested property owners. For further details see www.galwaycity.ie or email 

c&c@galwaycity.ie. 

 

 

 

Ruby Wallis Artist in Residence. 

 
Ruby Wallis is a Fine Art graduate of GMIT who is Galway based. She is a lens-based artist 

and PhD researcher at NCAD who has formed a series of experimental and philosophical 

attempts to represent place through film, photography and drawing. In 2013, Ruby Wallis 

was selected for joint first prize at Claremorris Open Exhibition by Andrew Wilson, Curator of 

Contemporary Art at Tate Britain. She was nominated for the Prix Pictet award by Trish 

Lambe at The Gallery of Photography. She currently lecturers in Griffith College Dublin as 

well as visiting at The BCA, LIT and CCAM. Recent academic publications include 

 „Unfixed Landscape‟ The Journal of Artistic Research (JAR) Issue 2 and „Autowalks‟ 

Selected Essays from the On Walking Conference (University of Sunderland). During Ruby‟s 

residency at CCAM she is working intensively to bring a current phase in her practice to a 

resolution in advance of a series of exhibitions over 2014 and 2015. 

 For further details please visit http://www.rubywallis.com/ 

Students at CCAM 

LUKE MORGAN 
Luke Morgan independently raised funds, with the help of other students to make his short film „Daisy‟. Daisy was written 

and directed by Luke and screened in both the UCD Film Festival & The Clones Film Festival 2014. Luke is currently in 

postproduction with his second independent film „Five things you need to know about dying‟. Luke was fortunate to 

have the full support of his peers on campus who volunteered their help and fundraised with him to help bring his films to 

completion. 

Students Gordon Hudson and John Commy acted as producers. Luke Morgan published his Poem Cartography in the 

Crannog Spring edition 2014.He also published his poem „Literature‟ in the Poetry review spring 2014. 
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RAY HEANEY 

 

Ray Heaney has set up a writer‟s society in Film and Documentary in 

which forty-six students have signed up for. Julia Roddy, lecturer in screen 

writing, has agreed to oversee the work of the society. Ray is also the 

head student rep of Film and Documentary. He has been behind 

students wishing to make their own independent films outside of class 

time. He has encouraged fundraising activities and a supportive network 

to enable project development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIANNA TOMASSO 

Second year sculpture student, Gianna Tomasso, has received a reviewing 

article slot with the Artists Newsletter of ‹Find› at Castlebar. The newsletter 

was organised through Mel French with Aideen Barry, Jason Oakley, and 

Alice Maher. Gianna Tomasso was also awarded the Cavan Co Council 

Bursary Award (Reconciliation Funds) to do project for the Belfast Festival. 

For more information please visit: http://www.findartproject.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHONA BREEN 

Textiles student Shona Breen has been chosen as one of nine finalists in the 

Vodafone DIT Fashion Awards. The theme "Enchanted Forest: Hidden Nature" 

inspired everything from gowns made from dish clothes to metallic leathers 

and Mongolian wools. Students from all over the country entered the 

prestigious Fashion Show and entrants were cut down from 36 to 9.The overall 

winner will receive a cash prize of 2,500 Euro. 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

FILM AND DOCUMENTARY STUDENTS VISIT ORDER 66 STUDIO 

Film & TV Year 3, Production Design Students took a trip to visit to Order 66 - 

Creatures & Special Effects Make-up Studio. The Studio is run by Julian 

Checkley in Spiddal Co.Galway. The visit was co-ordinated by their lecturer 

Declan Sheridan. The life size replica of Chewbacca from Star Wars was 

created by Julian Checkley in his studio.  
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PROXIMITY 2014Proximity is a student run annual Art 

Exhibition held annually, which offers a platform for all 

students studying at GMIT to come together in the creation, 

installation and realisation of a professional Art exhibition. The 

exhibition plays an important role in the strengthening 

connections between students at CCAM and the main GMIT 

Campus. Works by all students throughout GMIT are selected 

for the exhibition. This year‟s exhibition was held in the GMIT 

café foyer. Here are some photos of the opening night. 

Curator in residence for Galway City, Megs Morley spoke on 

the night. 
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An exhibition of sound in contemporary art 
 

The tenth Mid-Winter Festival in Galway was programmed by 

world renowned musician Finghin Collins, incoming Artistic 

Director of Music for Galway. The programme titled The Birth of 

Modern Music marked important landmarks in the period 1894 to 

1913 and included important works such as Debussy‟s Prélude à 

l'après-midi d'un faune, Schoenberg's Pierrot Lunaire (a Galway 

premiere) and Stravinsky's piano duet arrangement of The Rite of 

Spring. Finghin presented his intentions with regard to the 

programming direction of the Festival to students at CCAM in 

early autumn 2013, and CCAM students created work in 

response to the programme. Augmented was an exhibition of 

student work which was the result of this new partnership. The 

students explored the relationship between modernism music 

and contemporary art. The students work responded to the 

Festival theme and reflected on sound in contemporary art. The 

exhibition showcased a small group of cross discipline artists 

studying at GMIT. The artists reflected the theme of the Festival 

using audio media technology and visual artworks. This project was developed by lecturers Gavin Murphy, Claire 

McLoughlin and Cyril Briscoe, two of whom sit on the Board of Music for Galway and was made possible with the kind 

support of the Town Hall Theatre, Finghin Collins and Anna Lardi from Music for Galway. Students involved were Suzanne 

Coombs, Victoria Furey, Tara Gleeson, Lisa Griffin, Senan Lynch and Edel McMahon. 

For more information please visit http://www.musicforgalway.ie/ 

 

Beyond the Surface-An exhibition by First Year Art & Design students 
In collaboration with the National Museum of Ireland, Country Life, Turlough House, Castlebar. 

 

 

Tony Candon, Manager and Keeper, of the National Museum of Ireland - 

Country Life and Mr Paul Gosling, lecturer in Heritage Studies at GMIT launched 

an exhibition of work by First Year Art & Design students. This work showcased the 

students‟ response to the collection of the National Museum of Ireland - Country 

Life, Turlough House, Castlebar. Beyond the Surface challenged students to 

investigate, explore and create artworks that reflected their contemporary take 

on the Museums‟ rich and evocative collection of intriguing objects- from the 

familiar to the now obscure, from domestic to agricultural and from hand-made 

textiles to ancient sliotars made from horse hair. The Collection inspired an 

imaginative response in a diverse range of media, scale and styles. For more 

information and more documentation of the work created please visit 

http://www.ouririshheritage.org/ 
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Android APP for Galway City Museum 
 

GMIT students from Software Development and Fine Art have 

designed and developed an exciting new android App aimed at 

enhancing visitors‟ experience of Galway City Museum. 85 Fine Art 

students wrote detailed information about the objects under the 

guidance and expertise of Brendan McGowan, Galway City 

Museum Education & Outreach Officer and Marion McEnroy-Higgins, 

Art History Lecturer in GMIT‟s 

Centre for the Creative Arts and 

Media. This inter-disciplinary 

project was initiated in September 

2012 by GMIT lecturer Marion 

McEnroy-Higgins. The aim of this 

collaborative project is to promote 

active education, innovation in 

digital design and civic 

engagement in partnership with 

Galway‟s cultural tourism sector. 

The App offers people with 

smartphones access to in-depth 

information about a range of interesting artifacts in the Museum collection. It also 

provides access to Galway City Museum‟s programme of events. Software 

Development students Enzo Lieghio and Barry Lennon designed and developed the 

App under the tuition of Damien Costello, lecturer in GMIT‟s Department of 

Mathematics and Computing.  

The app is available through Google store and Android phones.http://www.galwaycitymuseum.ie/ 

 

Textile students participate in an international creative expo. 

          
Textile students from GMIT‟s Centre for the Creative Arts and Media (CCAM) recently completed internships at 

Showcase, Ireland‟s International Creative Expo in Dublin. All are final year students on BA (Hons) in Design in Textiles in 

GMIT's CCAM. The annual event is the country‟s largest international trade show and is attended by more than 5,000 

retail buyers from around the world, generating sales orders of up to 20 millon euro. Seven GMIT students were selected 

to take part in an education placement scheme which was organised by CCAM‟s Textile programme and the Design 

and Crafts Council of Ireland.  

Pictured above are five of the GMIT students L to R, Kiera Murphy from Ballycotton, Co. Cork; Amy Brannigan, Kilcolgan, 

Co. Galway; Rebecca Connell, Castlepollard, Co. Westmeath; Baska Szostak, Galway City; and Laura Keating, Callan, 

Co. Kilkenny. 

 
 
 
Film & Documentary Students Travel to International Berlin Film festival.  
 

In February, Jenny Farrell lecturer in Languages organised for 

twenty six Film and Documentary students and three language 

lecturers to travel to her native Berlin. The trip coincided with the 

International Berlin Film festival with sight-seeing, film watching, 

celebrity spotting and bunker exploring. Tours included the 

locations of well-known Hollywood blockbusters as well as Art 

house cinema and taking in panoramic views of the City from the 

glass dome of the Reichstag. 
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AMY BRANNIGAN 

 

 

Amy Brannigan is a recent textiles design graduate 

from CCAM. She was shortlisted with her brother David 

Brannigan, also a student at GMIT (studying 

Administration and Information Systems) for the GMIT 

Student Innovation Awards. Together they brought 

their unique qualities and skills to develop MarKier 

Design a bespoke and ready to wear leather 

accessory range. Amy‟s studio practice is based from 

her interest in the symbiotic nature of lichen and how it 

acts as an appendage in the natural environment. The 

concept that drives her ideas is fusing art with fashion 

and mixing old leatherworking techniques with laser 

cut-work. In 2013 Amy was a winner at the Kenmare 

Lace Competition and her work is coming to the 

attention of leading fashion stylists, recently featuring 

on the cover of Expose magazine (Glenda Gilson‟s 

Gold Lace Neckpiece) 
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