
   
 
 

 
Women and Art History (Level 6)  

Single Accredited Course - 5 Credits 
 

 
Duration:  13 Weeks       Time:  7.00-9.00pm / Wednesdays – Semester II 
Fee:   €270        Start date: January 2021 (Date to be advised) 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This module aims to provide learners with a critical introduction to the challenges to art history posed by the history of 
women as producers of visual culture and the issues raised by the representation of women in the traditional art historical 
canon. Taking intersectional feminism as a starting point, the module will provide learners with an interdisciplinary approach 
to interpreting and evaluating key artworks. Can there be such a thing as 'women artists' at all, given the problems of the 
traditional art historical framework? How do we deconstruct the canon of Western art in the light of current knowledge 
about the historical role of women? What does ‘gender’ even mean in the contemporary art world? In exploring these ques-
tions, a foundation will be provided for learners in the specialist language and vocabulary of art history, and its methods of 
analysis and investigation to empower further study in the discipline. 
 
The module begins with an introduction to some of the key concepts and vocabulary necessary for engaging with art history. 
The issue of historical revisionism will be investigated by examining the role of women in the production of visual culture 
and their struggles in the development of modernity and postmodernity. The expansion of feminist critical strategies in the 
late 20th century to encompass a broad range of identity-formations (such as gender, race, class, sexual orientation) and 
geopolitical positions will be explored. There will be an examination of the concept of performativity that underpins the 
drive for many contemporary artists to intervene in public, non-art spaces and systems. The module will also look at the role 
of women in Irish art history, focusing on the move from cultural national nationalism through postmodernism and on to the 
contemporary. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
On completion of this module, the learner will/should be able to 

Recognise key art works of the canon of art history from a range of art forms including painting, sculpture, and print, 
and appreciate works of art in the context of the prevalent ideas and historic events in which they were produced. 
Understand and be able to use the language and methods of Art History. 
Understand and be able to use the language and key concepts of Feminist Theory. 
Understand the important literature and learning resources of the discipline, and, through independent enquiry, 
using as wide a range of resources as possible, be cognizant of how and why the practice of art history is changing. 
Write and present written critical reflections employing academic methods of research and citation. 

 
COURSE CONTENT 

Introducing the History of Art 
Women as producers of visual culture prior to 1700 
Women, art and modernity 
Second and Third wave feminisms 
The impact of feminism on Irish art 
Intersectionality and contemporary art 

 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
Dr John Mulloy 
Email:  John.Mulloy@gmit.ie 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
Application for the course is made direct to the Institute.  Please contact LLLMayo@gmit.ie for an application form or  
download from our website www.gmit.ie/llm. 
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